Smithfield Community Association

Peterboro, NY
Home of the Gerrit Smith Estate Naticaredhlastoric L
and the National Abolition Hall of Fame and Museum

Greetings from Historic Peterboro! In This Letter

Hello again from historic Peterboro NY. Our annug
newsletter is getting out a little later than nokrttas
year, and | apologize for that. | hope you didhibk that
we all gave up, because it's actually just the cjipp
we've all been too busy! The Gerrit Smith Estates ha
never seen a summer with so much activity.

Membership Renewal

Each year, along with the updates provided in the
newsletter, we also ask you to please renew your
membership in the Smithfield Community Association.
The SCA is still a completely volunteer organizatioNe

do not receive any money from the Town of Smitlfjel
Madison County, or the State of New York All of the
costs of operating the Gerrit Smith Estate comenfro
donations from people like yourself. Even with all
volunteer staff, our expenses are still considerabhey
include: insurance, electricity, heating oil, imter
service, phone service, office supplies, postagetgy

ink, and normal maintenance items for the Visitenter.
Membership is still only $10, but if you are in asjtion

to help with an additional donation amount, please What's New in 2011
consider it. Membership and donations may be nigde
sending in the enclosed form, or on-line via Paj-ffam
our web site www.sca-peterboro.org.

The “Laundry” newly stained.

During the 2011 season, we have continued to make
improvements to the Gerrit Smith Estate facilities.

* The Visitor Center is now wheelchair accessiblih
Doing the “Laundry” the addition of a ramp on the back entrance.

* The gardens around the Visitor Center were reigewe
by the loving hands of Lynde LaFever.

* We're forever fighting the elements, and hadetpaint
the Land Office interior after a peeling paint issu
Thanks Nell for all your efforts!

The smaller of the two wooden buildings behindlthad
Office is called “The Laundry”. In this buildingdarriet
Russel was provided paid employment after her treed
was purchased by Gerrit Smith. This building isngoio
be used to tell the story of Harriet and other ¢n-
Americans who chose to remain in Peterboro afterghe
freed from enslavement.

This historic building had suffered from years efjfect,
and was essentially used as a dump for many y@ses.
have now cleaned it out, fixed a sagging floor, re-
plastered walls and ceiling, put on a new roof, hade
stained the exterior to a neat color that we beligv
close to it's original. We hope to have displaytdiied
soon.

“There are yet two places where slaveholders cannot : -
come, Heaven and Peterbdre Henry Highland Garnet The Visitor Center is now wheelchair accessible.
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Coming in 2012 Peterboro Heritage Programs

We have several projects that will finally be cogito Part of the SCA's mission is to tell the importatary of
fruition next year. You may have noticed some “gp Peterboro’s contribution to the social reformstod 19th
wooden frames installed on the Estate groundsydds. century, including the abolition of slavery, women’
Those were just the temporary stand-ins for som@ghts, and equality for all. To help tell thederges, the
permanent informational panels that will instalflgamext Steward's of the GSE present have presented & s¥rie
year. programs that both entertain and educate.

We had to work closely with the NY State parksa#fto Some of the programs have become annual eventa¢hat
get approval of the sizes and locations, but thepertise hope to continue to grow; Spring Barn Sale, FarDiy
has helped us in finding the best way to providetmis of Croquet, Emancipation Day, Elizabeth Smith Mille
with information about the Estate history whileTea, and of course Civil War Weekend. Be sureotk |
preserving it's visual character. We will alsoskéting up for these programs as well as lectures by locdbtiéns
an audio tour system that's accessible by callippane and authors.

number to hear recorded descriptions of the EStal@|| of the programs at the Gerrit Smith Estate are

building sites and historical significance. organized and run by volunteers. Please consider
becoming a Steward to help us provide our community
with events like these.

Trying out new sign locations

Family Day of Croquet

Visitor Center and Exhibit Hours

The Gerrit Smith Estate Visitor Center and histalf
exhibits are open to the public from nitay
through October, on Saturdays and Saysdfrom
1:00 to 5:00 PM., for special events, and
appointment. The Visitor Center provides
introduction to Gerrit Smith and the Gerrit S
Estate National Historic Landik site, offers |
short video on Gerrit Smith and offers speci
shopping in the Peterboro Mercantile, a commu
heritage shop. Wreath laying on Emancipation Day

Enter from Oxbow Road, with parking on the fr
lawn. The Visitor Center entrance is by way of
front deck (wheelchaiaccess by the rear doc
Admission is $2 and includes the grounds anc
exhibits in the Land Office, Barn and Visitor Cant

Please check the GSE web sfier up to date
operating times and event schedules.

Phone: (315) 280-8828
www.gerritsmith.org
info@gerritsmith.org

Encampments during Civil War Weekend
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Got Gifts??

New Phone Numbers

With the Christmas season fast approaching, may we The Gerrit Smith Estate has a new phone number. To

suggest an on-line visit to the Peterboro Merca®itil

The Peterboro Mercantile is a community heritade gi
shop, located within the Visitors Center on therier
Smith Estate. The Mercantile was established to
provide visitors to the Gerrit Smith Estate access
educational materials to continue their learningutb
Gerrit Smith, abolition, and 19th century life iantral

NY, and also to provide souvenirs to help them
remember their visit. The profits from all salee ased

to support the operation of the Gerrit Smith Estaid
other community heritage projects within the town o
Smithfield, including the National Abolition Hallfo
Fame and Museum. All items for sale in the Merdanti
are also available on-line at our web-based store,
mercantile.gerritsmith.org. Payments can be made
securely thru Pay-Pal, or by check or money order.

The Mercantile is managed by a very special vokmte
Tisha Lock. She has almost single handedly put the
Mercantile together, and spends many weekendsin th
Visitor Center, greeting guests and making sales th
really help us in paying the bills to keep the Gerr
Smith Estate open. Jan Sebring also volunteers tild
the accounting for the Mercantile. But Tisha needs
more help! Please, if you can spare a weekend day o
two next year to help staff the Mercantile, pledse
volunteer. No experience necessatry.

The Peterboro Mercantile has a great selection of
heritage gifts that are perfect for holiday giving!

SALE prices in effect in November and December!!

contact us by phone, call (315) 280-8828. Thisngho
number rings in the Visitor Center, and so can be
answered directly when someone is there, and goas t
voice-mail box at other times.

The National Abolition Hall of Fame also has a new
number: (315) 366- 8101.

RIP 13134

| am sad to say, we have learned that the US Postal
service will soon be closing the Peterboro PostcOff

As of yet, we don't know what effect that will haoe

out mailing address. We will post the changes & th
‘Contact' area of the SCA web site as soon as we kn

Help! Help! Help!
What's the one thing that the SCA needs more than
anything else? YOUR HELP! We hope that the work
we are doing at the Gerrit Smith Estate is helgimg
make historic Peterboro a better community. We are
proud of Peterboro's history and want to continue t
share that history with our surrounding communijties
but we need help! Please consider becoming a sdewar
by giving 9 hours of volunteer work for the yeareW
especially need help with staffing the Visitor Gant
Can you spare just two afternoons to open the doors
and greet visitors. No experience necessary, just a
desire to be part of the community and share
Peterboro's history.

Please consider volunteering with the SCA!

WE NEED YOUR HELP !l

We are in need of volunteers with these interests:

- Bookkeeping or accounting
Gardening or grounds maintenance
Grant writing and grant administration
Web page content (short bios and descriptions)
Staffing at the Visitor Center and Mercantile
Civil War Weekend ( Juné"®& 10", 2012)
Docents (to staff buildings during events)

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING !!

www.sca-peterboro.org

PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY #313

mail@sca-peterboro.org
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20th Annual Civil War Weekend Thank Youl!

June 9th & 10th 2012 Our regular monthly meetings are held on the fourth
Thursday of each month, 6:30PM at the GSE Visitor
Center. If you'd like to help, please call or etinar
just stop by to sit in at one of our meetings. &fIbur
meetings are open to the public. And we could ssee

The Peterboro Civii War Weekend Committee
announces plans for the 20th Annual Peterboro Civil
War Weekend to be held on June 9 and 10, 2012. The
annual event coincides with the Sesquicentennitief

Civil War commemorated throughout the nation. the help! . )
Peterboro had a pivotal role in the ignition of Dieil On behalf of the Smithfield Community
War because of Gerrit Smith, who was an influential Association,Thank You!

leader in anti-slavery efforts — a movement thdt tie Sincerely,

the Civil War. Smith’s support of John Brown caused
direct ignition of the Civil War.

For two decades the Peterboro encampment has
demonstrated many aspects of military and civilitan

in the mid-1800s. In recent years exhibits and g

on abolition and the Underground Railroad have been
added. The committee plans to develop more programs
in 2012 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the
Civil War.

Steve Joeckel
President, Smithfield Community Association, Inc

To help us continue our restoration work in the naionally recognized hamlet of
Peterboro, please remember to send in your annual @mbership donations.
You can use the form on the insert, or we can noaccept on-line donations

via Pay-Pal at www.sca-peterboro.org.
All donations are tax-deductible, and receipts arg@rovided.
Please consider an additional “focus” donation tone the GSENHL Squads.

SCA Vision and Mission

Vision Statement
The SCA is the catalyst that makes the Gerrit SE#tate and the community of Peterboro a destimétio
educators, researchers, students and history lowézarn from the social reform movements thatneig the
19th century.
Peterboro, once a Mecca for reformers in the 18@@lsonce again become a gathering place andureso
center for today’s students to learn about thesdewl practice of abolition, integration, womemnghts and
religious freedom.
For the tourist exploring history, this tiny hamietcentral New York retains the feel of a 19thtceyn
experience, yet tells a major story in the histfrpur country.

Mission Statement
The Smithfield Community Association will preserad protect the architecture of historic publicldinigs in
Peterboro to create a space to tell the importang sf Peterboro’s contribution to the social mafig of the 19th
century and to insure these buildings remain opeptblic and educational use.

A copy of our latest annual report may be obtaingan request, from the SCA, or from the New Y otdt& Attorney
Genere's Charities Bureau, At: FOIL Officer,120Broadway, New York, NevYork 10271,

www.sca-peterboro.org PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY %313 mail@sca-peterboro.org



