Smithfield Community Association

Peterboro, NY
Home of the Gerrit Smith Estate Naticaredhlastoric L
and the National Abolition Hall of Fame and Museum

Greetings from Historic Peterboro!

Hello again from beautiful and historic Peterboie’re Gerrit Smith Estate Exhibits
well into summer now, and | never cease to be awed
the beauty of our Central NY summers. You shoudd |
inviting all your out-of-town friends and relatives come
for a visit. And while they’re here, be sure tongrithem
to Peterboro!

In This Letter

This year, we have a whole lot of new exhibits lacp at
the Gerrit Smith Estate. We hope that you have tee
new big sign on the corner of the Estate, and xterier
Heritage NY site signs for the Community Center an
GSE as you drive by. We also have some reallyt gree
exhibits to see inside the buildings as well (seeyson
page 2).

We've also finally finished a lot of restoration skoon |
the Community Center and in the Land Office. Thg®
Community Center has a new side-walk and fronteyasd =
(see story on page 3), and a new office room on the

second floor. The Land Office has had all the Annual meeting on July 22nd
plasterwork repaired and has been completely reginThe 2010 SCA “annual” meeting was held at 6:30 RM o
inside. Thursday July 22nd. The “annual” is the meeting in

The conversion of the former private home into thwhich the SCA’s directors are elected by the SCA

Gerrit Smith Estate Visitor Center is continuingvasll membership. Our regular monthly meetings are held o

_ . Visitor Center. If you'd like to help, please catl e-mail,
ALL of this work, and ALL of the work to come in o jyst stop by to sit in at one of our meetingt.ok our

efforts. With all of the new exhibits now open, B€A is  he pelp!

now really desperate for more volunteers. PLEASHy n
more tha}n ever, would you consider j_oining us iis th Visitor Center and Exhibit Hours
community building work. We would like to keep the
Gerrit Smith Estate open every weekend, but wet cion’ The Gerrit Smith Estate Visitor Center and histal
it without more help. exhibits are open to the publiocn Saturdays ar
Sundays from 1:00 to 5:00 PM., for special eve

We also can't pay for electricity, heating oil, @met | 5n4 by appointment. The Visitor Center provide:
connection and insurance without your donations. introduction to Gerrit Smith and th&errit Smith

please take a minute to fill out your SCA membershil eqiate National Historic Landmark site, shovehart

renewal, it is still only $10, and please ask y&rignds film on Gerrit Smith and offerspecialty shopping i
and neighbors to help as well. THANK YOU onceiaga I ! I pecialy pping |

for helping to preserve and share Peterboro's wtuide
history.

the Peterboro Mercantile, a community herit
shop.

Please enter from Oxbow Road, with parking on
front lawn. The Visitor @nter entrance is by way
the front deck. Admission is free, but any dona
would be greatly appreatec.

Don't forget to renew your membership. You can
the form on page 4, or we can now accept on-ling

donations via Pay-Pal at www.sca-peterboro.org

www.sca-peterboro.org PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY %313 mail@sca-peterboro.org
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New Exhibits for the Gerrit Smith Estate thousands of locations where people fleeing slaveay
have stopped to hide or rest, this Barn is onénefvery

After many years of hard work, we now have a sewfes fe\y that have documented evidence of it's role loa t
wonderful new exhibits in place for the Gerrit Smit Underground Railroad. A large sign headlines the
Estate, to help our visitors learn about Gerrit s exhibits: Heaven and Peterboro; echoing the words
family, and his lifelong endeavors in pursuit ob§ee spoken by Henry Highland Garnet, a black abolitbni
and equality for all people. and orator, to Frederick Douglass, "There are yet t
Most of these new exhibits are in the form of museuplaces where slaveholders cannot come: Heaven and

qua“ty professiona”y produced d|Sp|ay panels_ Whepeterboro." InSide, multlple panels tell the StOf)Gel’rit
were Crea‘[ed by a |oca| Company’ The Exh|b|t|ormu:e Sm|th and PeterborO’S |ncred|b|l|ty important rdlteour
of Hamilton NY. Funding for the panels was fronfations battle to abolish slavery.

Heritage NY, a department within the NY State GHfof | ang Office

Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. The

displays were part of a matching grant that the S@#& The Land Office, with
awarded in 2006 for preservation of sites on thedite the floor foundation
Underground Railroad Heritage Trail. This same gran repaired, the ceiling
has also provided exterior display panels for bibié plaster and wall plaster
Estate and Community Center, to provide a brief restored, and finished
overview of the sites for visitors that stop where t with a fresh coat of
buildings aren’t open. paint, i1s now a
o showcase for us to use
Visitor Center to provide the visitor
Visitors to the Estate some insight into

are now directed to Gerrit Smith’s life and work.

begin their day at the A display case holds the surveying equipment that
Visitor Center.  We pelonged to Peter Smith. The very equipment that wa
don't have a final ysed to measure the land and lay out the villagergand

solution  for parking syrrounding properties in the establishment of fete.
yet, so for now it's ) i . . .
parking on the front A panel describes Peter Smith, and his relationslitip

lawn, and enter from Oneida Chief Skenandoah, which led to the acqarsitif

the front deck. Once inside, our guests can get KHJe tracks ofland in upstate New York.

introduction to the Gerrit Smith and the Smith Eesthat Other pane|s describes Gerrit Smith’s ph||osophyamd
includes an overview of its many local and nationgkform, and his effort to empower black men to vioge

historical designations, a timeline of the Estatéstory, providing them with property ownership in a settént
and archeological exploration. A small seatingaarghey called Timbucktoo.

provides a place to see the 18 minute video onitGerr _ e _ .

Smith. Kay Rorer, the head of the “Birdhouse” aju A cutout of Gerrit $m|th sitting in his chair stamh. one
has set up a display of dozen or so of Greene SmitifOrner, probably in the same spot that Gerrit Smith
taxidermy specimens in display cases. The birdsctwh Nimself sat for many years while working the acdsiof
originally resided in the “Birdhouse”, are now capah NS vastland holdings.

from Colgate University. The Mercantile

The Barn Back at the Visitor
Center, visitors may now
browse the Peterboro
Mercantile, a gift shop
that carries books, t-
shirts and sweatshirts,
now houses the coffee mugs, stationary,
primary displays on N and lots of o_ther items
Gerrit . Smith,  his related to abolition and the Underground Railroad.

_ family, and his life’'s  with all the new exhibits to see, if you haven’ehdo
work of helping the less fortunate members of dgcie  Peterboro in a while, it's high time you got youtgand
the poor, the oppressed, and the enslaved. Of tRgur family, friends and neighbors) down for a wisi

The Barn, the largest
structure remaining of
the many buildings
that at one time stood
on the Estate grounds,

www.sca-peterboro.org PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY %313 mail@sca-peterboro.org
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Community Center Updates

Interior Improvements

A “Capital Improvement” grant sponsored by Bill Mag
for the Town of Smithfield has provided for
improvements to the SCC. The front bathrooms floo
were finished with ceramic tiles, and the entrafmeer
now has hardwood flooring. Localized heating uniese
put in for the restrooms, community room and the 2n
floor auditorium which is the National Abolition Haf
Fame and Museum exhibit space. The old 2nd flo
kitchen room was renovated for office space anthg®
for NAHOF. The grant sponsored by Bill Magee alsq
provided for some exterior work. The front sidevgalk
were replaced, and new front doors were fabricated
match the original doors of when the building was
Presbyterian Church.

Exterior Improvements

With the new layout of
the sidewalks in front,
we had more space for
gardens. There is now a
garden on each side of
the front doors, gardens
lining the front sidewalk
and a new frame was
buit for a garden

underneath the SCC sign. We want to thank Lynde

LaFever for designing and volunteering her timel also
for donating most of the cost of these gardensankh
you, Lynde, for a great job. The gardens really ar
beautiful addition to the CC.

Heritage NY Exhibit

An incredible audio-visual exhibit has been ing@lin
the front lobby of the Community Center thru the
Heritage NY UGRR Trail. The exhibit tells the gstaf
the first meeting of the New York State Anti-slayer
Society.

The show is in the entrance foyer of the Community

Center. Visitors see moving images that are pregect
onto the wall above the door to the community roo
Speakers enhance the display with sound effectsjcmu
and narration.

The story is told of the beginning of the meetind.tica
NY. How the meeting is disrupted by a mob, and o
Gerrit Smiths insistence that the abolitionists &
deterred. How, at Gerrit's invitation, the abolitists
travel through the night to Peterboro, where they a
welcomed housed and fed by the local citizens, thad
reconvene in THIS building to complete the meeting.

Overall, it's an incredibly powerful and emotiorsiow,
that | guarantee will leave you with goose-bumps.

Some Upcoming Events
For a complete list of events, please go to the
SCA web page at www.sca-peterboro.org

"In the Kitchen Tea" Annual Elizabeth Smith Miller
Birthday Celebration

Smithfield Community Center

Sunday, Sept 26, 2010 at 12:30 pm

Please visit the web siteiww.inthekitchentea.com

Dramatic Recreation of the Formation of the NYS Ant
Slavery Society Hugh Humphreys

Smithfield Community Center

Friday, Oct 22, 2010 at 7 pm

National Abolition Hall of Fame Commemoration of 21D
Inductees - Lewis Tappan and Theodore Dwight Weld
National Abolition Hall of Fame (SCC)

Saturday, Oct 23, 2010

Celebrate the opening of the Underground Railroad
Heritage Trail sites in Peterboro

Smithfield Community Center / Gerrit Smith Estate
Sunday, Oct 24, 2010 at 2pm

Peterboro Mercantile

The Peterboro Mercantile is a small gift
shop, located in the Gerrit Smith Estate
Visitor Center. The Mercantile carries a
wide variety of items, such as mugs,
note cards, t-shirts, and sweatshirts,
with images of Gerrit Smith or Estate
buildings. There are books about Gerrit
Smith and other abolitionists, including
Practical Dreamerand When We Get
to Heavenby Peterboro’s own Norm
Dann. There are also items from the
Abolition Hall of Fame.

The Mercantile is especially in need of
more helpers. Please, if there is any
way you would be able to donate a few
hours on a weekend afternoon, give
Tish a call, (315) 684-1058.

WE NEED YOUR HELP !l
We are in need of volunteers with these interests:
Bookkeeping or accounting
Gardening or grounds maintenance
Grant writing and grant administration

Web page content (short bios and descriptions
Staffing at the Visitor Center and Mercantile
Civil War Weekend ( June 118 12", 2011)
Docents (to staff buildings during events)

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING !!

www.sca-peterboro.org

PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY #313

mail@sca-peterboro.org
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SCA Vision and Mission

Vision Statement
The SCA is the catalyst that makes the Gerrit SEgtate and the community of Peterboro a destimdtio
educators, researchers, students and history lowégarn from the social reform movements thatineg
the 19th century.
Peterboro, once a Mecca for reformers in the 18®@dlsonce again become a gathering place andureso
center for today’s students to learn about thes@eal practice of abolition, integration, womemghts and
religious freedom.
For the tourist exploring history, this tiny hamietcentral New York retains the feel of a 19thtceyn
experience, yet tells a major story in the hiswirgur country.

Mission Statement
The Smithfield Community Association will preseraed protect the architecture of historic publicldings
in Peterboro to create a space to tell the imposdiamy of Peterboro’s contribution to the sociforms of
the 19th century and to insure these buildings mremmen for public and educational use.

Thank Youl! On behalf of the Smithfield Community

_ Association,Thank You! ...and have a wonderful
Our regular monthly meetings are held on the fourth summer.

Thursday of each month, 6:30PM at the GSE Visitor Sincerely,
Center. If you'd like to help, please call or etinar

just stop by to sit in at one of our meetings. &lbur

meetings are open to the public. And we could sgee

the help! Steve Joeckel
President, Smithfield Community Association, Inc.

To help us continue our restoration work in the naionally recognized hamlet of
Peterboro, please remember to send in your annual @mbership donations.
All donations are tax-deductible, and receipts arg@rovided.

Please consider an additionafocus” donatior to one theGSENHL Squad.

A copy of our latest annual report may be obtaingdn request, from the SCA, or from the New Yor&t& Attorney General's Charities Bureau, Attn:
FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10R7

To help the Smithfield Community Association contirthe work of restoring and preserving the histamdmarks of
Peterboro, | enclose my contribution as indicateld.

Membership in the Smithfield Community Associationis included with a minimum donation of $10.

Please send taSmithfield Community Association Inc., P.O. Box 42 Peterboro, NY 13134 Thank You !

Contribution:

$1000 $50 Name
$500 $25 Address
$100 $10 zip
other Phone
E-mail
Additional GSENHL Focus Donation Amount $ Total Enclosed $

Squad: Visitor Center Laundry Land Office Birdhouse Barn Grounds Mercantile ESM(tea)

www.sca-peterboro.org PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY %313 mail@sca-peterboro.org



