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Smithfield Community Association 
Peterboro, NY 

Home of the Gerrit Smith Estate National H istoric Landmark  
and the National Abolition Hall of Fame and M useum 
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Greetings from Historic Peterboro! 
Hello again from beautiful and historic Peterboro.  We’re 
well into summer now, and I never cease to be awed by 
the beauty of our Central NY summers.  You should be 
inviting all your out-of-town friends and relatives to come 
for a visit. And while they’re here, be sure to bring them 
to Peterboro! 

This year, we have a whole lot of new exhibits in place at 
the Gerrit Smith Estate.  We hope that you have seen the 
new big sign on the corner of the Estate, and the exterior 
Heritage NY site signs for the Community Center and 
GSE as you drive by.  We also have some really great 
exhibits to see inside the buildings as well (see story on 
page 2). 

We’ve also finally finished a lot of restoration work on 
the Community Center and in the Land Office.  The 
Community Center has a new side-walk and front gardens 
(see story on page 3), and a new office room on the 
second floor.  The Land Office has had all the 
plasterwork repaired and has been completely repainted 
inside.  

The conversion of the former private home into the  
Gerrit Smith Estate Visitor Center is continuing as well 
(see story on page 3).  

ALL of this work, and ALL of the work to come in 
maintaining the site, comes from 100% VOLUNTEER 
efforts. With all of the new exhibits now open, the SCA is 
now really desperate for more volunteers. PLEASE, now 
more than ever, would you consider joining us in this 
community building work. We would like to keep the 
Gerrit Smith Estate open every weekend, but we can’t do 
it without more help.  

We also can’t pay for electricity, heating oil, internet 
connection and insurance without your donations. So 
please take a minute to fill out your SCA membership 
renewal, it is still only $10, and please ask your friends 
and neighbors to help as well.   THANK YOU once again 
for helping to preserve and share Peterboro's wonderful 
history. �  

  

 

 
 

Annual meeting on July 22nd 
The 2010 SCA “annual” meeting was held at 6:30 PM on 
Thursday July 22nd. The “annual” is the meeting in 
which the SCA’s directors are elected by the SCA 
membership. Our regular monthly meetings are held on 
the fourth Thursday of each month, 6:30PM at the GSE 
Visitor Center.  If you’d like to help, please call or e-mail, 
or just stop by to sit in at one of our meetings. All of our 
meetings are open to the public. And we could sure use 
the help!  �  

Don’t forget to renew your membership.  You can use 
the form on page 4, or we can now accept on-line 
donations via Pay-Pal at www.sca-peterboro.org 
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Visitor Center and Exhibit Hours  

The Gerrit Smith Estate Visitor Center and historical 
exhibits are open to the public on Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1:00 to 5:00 PM., for special events, 
and by appointment. The Visitor Center provides an 
introduction to Gerrit Smith and the Gerrit Smith 
Estate National Historic Landmark site, shows a short 
film on Gerrit Smith and offers specialty shopping in 
the Peterboro Mercantile, a community  heritage 
shop. 

Please enter from Oxbow Road, with parking on the 
front lawn.  The Visitor Center entrance is by way of 
the front deck. Admission is free, but any donation 
would be greatly appreciated. 
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New Exhibits for the Gerrit Smith Estate 
After many years of hard work, we now have a series of 
wonderful new exhibits in place for the Gerrit Smith 
Estate, to help our visitors learn about Gerrit Smith, his 
family, and his lifelong endeavors in pursuit of justice 
and equality for all people. 

Most of these new exhibits are in the form of museum 
quality professionally produced display panels. They 
were created by a local company, The Exhibition Alliance 
of Hamilton NY.  Funding for the panels was from 
Heritage NY, a department within the NY State  Office of 
Parks,  Recreation,  and Historic Preservation. The 
displays were part of a matching grant that the SCA was 
awarded in 2006 for preservation of sites on the NY state 
Underground Railroad Heritage Trail. This same grant 
has also provided exterior display panels for both the 
Estate and Community Center, to provide a brief 
overview of the sites for visitors that stop when the 
buildings aren’t open. 

Visitor Center 

Visitors to the Estate 
are now directed to 
begin their day at the 
Visitor Center. We 
don’t have a final 
solution for parking 
yet, so for now it’s 
parking on the front 
lawn, and enter from 

the front deck.  Once inside, our guests can get an 
introduction to the Gerrit Smith and the Smith Estate that 
includes an overview of its many local and national 
historical designations, a timeline of the Estate’s history, 
and archeological exploration.  A small seating area 
provides a place to see the 18 minute video on Gerrit 
Smith.  Kay Rorer, the head of the “Birdhouse”  squad, 
has set up a display of dozen or so of Greene Smith’s 
taxidermy specimens in display cases. The birds, which 
originally resided in the “Birdhouse”, are now on loan 
from Colgate University. 

The Barn 

The Barn, the largest 
structure remaining of 
the many buildings 
that at one time stood 
on the Estate grounds, 
now houses the 
primary displays on 
Gerrit Smith, his 
family, and his life’s 

work of helping the less fortunate members of society – 
the poor, the oppressed, and the enslaved. Of the 

thousands of locations where people fleeing slavery may 
have stopped to hide or rest, this Barn is one of the very 
few that have documented evidence of it’s role on the 
Underground Railroad. A large sign headlines the 
exhibits: Heaven and Peterboro; echoing the words 
spoken by Henry Highland Garnet, a black abolitionist 
and orator, to Frederick Douglass, "There are yet two 
places where slaveholders cannot come: Heaven and 
Peterboro." Inside, multiple panels tell the story of Gerrit 
Smith and Peterboro’s incredibility important role in our 
nations battle to abolish slavery. 

Land Office 

The Land Office, with 
the floor foundation 
repaired, the ceiling 
plaster and wall plaster 
restored, and finished 
with a fresh coat of 
paint, is now a 
showcase for us to use 
to provide the visitor 
some insight into 

Gerrit Smith’s life and work.   

A display case holds the surveying equipment that 
belonged to Peter Smith. The very equipment that was 
used to measure the land and lay out the village green and 
surrounding properties in the establishment of Peterboro. 

A panel describes Peter Smith, and his relationship with 
Oneida Chief Skenandoah, which led to the acquisition of 
large tracks of land in upstate New York. 

Other panels describes Gerrit Smith’s philosophy on land 
reform, and his effort to empower black men to vote by 
providing them with property ownership in  a settlement 
they called Timbucktoo. 

A cutout of Gerrit Smith sitting in his chair stands in one 
corner, probably in the same spot that Gerrit Smith 
himself sat for many years while working the accounts of 
his vast land holdings. 

The Mercantile 

Back at the Visitor 
Center, visitors may now 
browse the Peterboro 
Mercantile, a gift shop 
that carries books, t-
shirts and sweatshirts, 
coffee mugs, stationary, 
and lots of other items 

related to abolition and the Underground Railroad. 

With all the new exhibits to see, if you haven’t been to 
Peterboro in a while, it’s high time you got yourself (and 
your family, friends and neighbors) down for a visit.  �
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Community Center Updates 
Interior Improvements 

A “Capital Improvement” grant sponsored by Bill Magee 
for the Town of Smithfield has provided for 
improvements to the SCC.  The front bathrooms floors 
were finished with ceramic tiles, and the entrance foyer 
now has hardwood flooring.  Localized heating units were 
put in for the restrooms, community room and the 2nd 
floor auditorium which is the National Abolition Hall of 
Fame and Museum exhibit space.  The old 2nd floor 
kitchen room was renovated for office space and storage 
for NAHOF. The grant sponsored by Bill Magee also 
provided for some exterior work. The front sidewalks 
were replaced, and new front doors were fabricated to 
match the original doors of when the building was a 
Presbyterian Church. 

Exterior Improvements 

With the new layout of 
the sidewalks in front, 
we had more space for 
gardens.  There is now a 
garden on each side of 
the front doors, gardens 
lining the front sidewalk 
and a new frame was 
built for a garden 

underneath the SCC sign. We want to thank Lynde 
LaFever for designing and volunteering her time, and also 
for donating most of the cost of these gardens.  Thank 
you, Lynde, for a great job.  The gardens really are a 
beautiful addition to the CC. 

Heritage NY Exhibit 

An incredible audio-visual exhibit has been installed in 
the front lobby of the Community Center thru the 
Heritage NY UGRR Trail.  The exhibit tells the story of 
the first meeting of the New York State Anti-slavery 
Society.  

The show is in the entrance foyer of the Community 
Center. Visitors see moving images that are projected 
onto the wall above the door to the community room.  
Speakers enhance the display with sound effects, music 
and narration.  

The story is told of the beginning of the meeting in Utica 
NY. How the meeting is disrupted by a mob, and of 
Gerrit Smiths insistence that the abolitionists not be 
deterred. How, at Gerrit’s invitation, the abolitionists 
travel through the night to Peterboro, where they are 
welcomed housed and fed by the local citizens, and then 
reconvene in THIS building to complete the meeting.  

Overall, it’s an incredibly powerful and emotional show, 
that I guarantee will leave you with goose-bumps. �  

 

Peterboro Mercantile 
The Peterboro Mercantile is a small gift 
shop, located in the Gerrit Smith Estate 
Visitor Center. The Mercantile carries a 
wide variety of items, such as mugs, 
note cards, t-shirts, and sweatshirts, 
with images of Gerrit Smith or Estate 
buildings. There are books about Gerrit 
Smith and other abolitionists, including 
Practical Dreamer and When We Get 
to Heaven by Peterboro’s own Norm 
Dann. There are also items from the 
Abolition Hall of Fame.  

The Mercantile is especially in need of 
more helpers. Please, if there is any 
way you would be able to donate a few 
hours on a weekend afternoon, give 
Tish a call, (315) 684-1058.  �  
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Some Upcoming Events 
For a complete list of events, please go to the 

 SCA web page at www.sca-peterboro.org 

"In the Kitchen Tea" Annual Elizabeth Smith Miller 
Birthday Celebration 
Smithfield Community Center 
Sunday, Sept 26, 2010 at 12:30 pm 
Please visit the web site: www.inthekitchentea.com 

Dramatic Recreation of the Formation of the NYS Anti-
Slavery Society – Hugh Humphreys  
Smithfield Community Center 
Friday, Oct 22, 2010 at 7 pm 

National Abolition Hall of Fame Commemoration of 2009 
Inductees - Lewis Tappan and Theodore Dwight Weld  
National Abolition Hall of Fame (SCC) 
Saturday, Oct 23, 2010  

Celebrate the opening of the Underground Railroad 
Heritage Trail sites in Peterboro 
Smithfield Community Center / Gerrit Smith Estate 
Sunday, Oct 24, 2010 at 2pm 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP !!! 
We are in need of volunteers with these interests: 
·  Bookkeeping or accounting 
·  Gardening or grounds maintenance 
·  Grant writing and grant administration 
·  Web page content (short bios and descriptions) 
·  Staffing at the Visitor Center and Mercantile  
·  Civil War Weekend ( June 11th & 12th, 2011) 
·  Docents (to staff buildings during events) 

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING !! 
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To help us continue our restoration work in the nationally recognized hamlet of 
Peterboro, please remember to send in your annual membership donations.   

All donations are tax-deductible, and receipts are provided. 
Please consider an additional “focus” donation to one the GSENHL Squads.  

 

 
 

Thank You! 

Our regular monthly meetings are held on the fourth 
Thursday of each month, 6:30PM at the GSE Visitor 
Center.  If you’d like to help, please call or e-mail, or 
just stop by to sit in at one of our meetings. All of our 
meetings are open to the public. And we could sure use 
the help!  

 On behalf of the Smithfield Community 
Association, Thank You! …and have a wonderful 
summer. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve Joeckel 
President, Smithfield Community Association, Inc.  

�    �    �  
�
 

SCA Vision and Mission 
Vision Statement 

The SCA is the catalyst that makes the Gerrit Smith Estate and the community of Peterboro a destination for 
educators, researchers, students and history lovers to learn from the social reform movements that began in 
the 19th century. 
Peterboro, once a Mecca for reformers in the 1800’s, will once again become a gathering place and resource 
center for today’s students to learn about the ideas and practice of abolition, integration, women’s rights and 
religious freedom. 
For the tourist exploring history, this tiny hamlet in central New York retains the feel of a 19th century 
experience, yet tells a major story in the history of our country. 

 
Mission Statement 

The Smithfield Community Association will preserve and protect the architecture of historic public buildings 
in Peterboro to create a space to tell the important story of Peterboro’s contribution to the social reforms of 
the 19th century and to insure these buildings remain open for public and educational use. 
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A copy of our latest annual report may be obtained, upon request, from the SCA, or from the New York State Attorney General’s Charities Bureau,  Attn:  
FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10271. 
 

To help the Smithfield Community Association continue the work of restoring and preserving the historic landmarks of 
Peterboro, I enclose my contribution as indicated below.       
Membership in the Smithfield Community Association is included with a minimum donation of $10.   
Please send to : Smithfield Community Association Inc.,  P.O. Box 42,  Peterboro, NY 13134.    Thank You ! 

Contribution:                                                              
$1000 �  $50 �  Name ______________________________________________________ 
$500 �  $25 �  Address ____________________________________________________ 
$100 �  $10 �    ______________________________________zip____________ 
    other _________ �  Phone  _____________________________________________________ 
    E-mail _____________________________________________________ 

Additional GSENHL Focus Donation Amount $________                   Total Enclosed $_____________    

Squad: � Visitor Center � Laundry � Land Office � Birdhouse � Barn � Grounds � Mercantile � ESM(tea) 
 


