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Smithfield Community Association 
Peterboro, NY 

Home of the Gerrit Smith Estate National H istoric Landmark  
and the National Abolition Hall of Fame and M useum 

��������������������������������������������� ��� 	
���	
���	
���	
����

 �

�

�

� �� �� ���
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L

Greetings from Historic Peterboro! 
Welcome once again from the green hills and blue skies 
of Madison County. In 1991, the Smithfield Community 
Association, consisting of concerned area residents, was 
formed as a not-for-profit corporation to raise funds for 
the rehabilitation of the Smithfield Community Center 
and the Peter Smith Land Office. As the SCA moves into 
our 18th year, we are proud of the amazing 
accomplishments that have been made with the help of 
the residents of our community. Our scope has expanded 
to include the preservation of the whole Gerrit Smith 
Estate. And although the National Abolition Hall of Fame 
has now grown into a separate organization, we will 
always be working hand-in-hand with NAHOF to spread 
the word on our historic little hamlet. 

We currently have multiple large projects in process, and 
have even more coming soon. I’ll give a brief summary 
of these in this newsletter. 

The SCA wouldn’t be able to do any of these projects 
without help from our community in the forms of both 
financial donations and the volunteering of time and 
labor. Thank you!  �  

Annual meeting on July 24 
The 2008 SCA “annual” meeting will be held at 6:30 
PM on Thursday July 24th at the Smithfield 
Community Center in Peterboro, NY.  This is the 
meeting in which the SCA’s board of directors are 
elected by the SCA members. �  

Join the SCA! 
The SCA needs help. We need more active members to 
join us in our preservation efforts. Our larger projects 
are primarily supported by local, state, and federal 
grants, which all require a significant amount of 
research, administration and paperwork. If you have a 
interest in Peterboro’s history AND it’s future, and can 
spare a few hours a month, we could sure use the help. 

Our normal meetings are on the last Thursday of each 
month, 6:30PM at the Community Center. If you’d like 
to help, please call or e-mail, or just stop by to sit in at 
one of our meetings. All of our meetings are open to 
the public.  �  
  

SCA Board of Directors 
Steve Joeckel, President  
Norm Dann, Vice President �  
Beth Spokowsky, Treasurer 
Linda Joeckel, Secretary �  
Nell Ziegler, Board Member 
Dot Willsey, Board Member �  
Carolyn Gerakopoulos, Board Member 
�  Position to be elected at 2008 annual meeting  
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New Vision and Mission Statements 
With the assistance of a grant from the Upstate History 
Alliance, the SCA directors were able to receive some 
training in strategic planning to help us cope with the 
growth of organization’s scope and project load.  One 
of the goals of the workshop was to develop and adopt 
vision and mission statements for the organization.  
The new vision and mission statements are shown on 
page two.  We hope that we may continue to preserve 
and protect Peterboro’s historic sites, and at the same 
time help share that history with the rest of the world.  
�  
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SCA Vision and Mission 
Vision Statement 

The SCA is the catalyst that makes the Gerrit Smith Estate and the community of Peterboro a destination for 
educators, researchers, students and history lovers to learn from the social reform movements that began in 
the 19th century.  
Peterboro, once a Mecca for reformers in the 1800’s, will once again become a gathering place and resource 
center for today’s students to learn about the ideas and practice of abolition, integration, women’s rights and 
religious freedom. 
For the tourist exploring history, this tiny hamlet in central New York retains the feel of a 19th century 
experience, yet tells a major story in the history of our country. 

 
Mission Statement 

The Smithfield Community Association will preserve and protect the architecture of historic public buildings 
in Peterboro to create a space to tell the important story of Peterboro’s contribution to the social reforms of 
the 19th century and to insure these buildings remain open for public and educational use. 

Gerrit Smith Estate NHL Video 

The SCA now has a great introductory video for the 
Gerrit Smith Estate National Historic Landmark. The 
fifteen minute video is a short biography of Gerrit 
Smith, and covers Smith’s life and his lifelong work 
for social reforms, including the abolition of slavery. 
The video was produced by nationally known film 
maker Mike Kirk, who has produced films for PBS, 
and was based on a narrative written by Dr. Norm 
Dann, author of the soon to be published biography of 
Gerrit Smith, Practical Dreamer.  The video was paid 
for with a 50/50 matching grant from the National Park 
Service which the SCA was able to match using all in-
kind donated service. Copies of the video will be made 
available to our local schools and libraries.  

Network to Freedom Grant for the Barn 

In 2001 the National Park Service designated the Gerrit 
Smith Estate National Historic Landmark as part of the 
National Network to Freedom, a National Underground 
Railroad trail.  There are only 22 sites in NY, including 
the GSENHL site. 

Recently the SCA received a matching grant from the 
Network to Freedom under the National Park Service for 
a structural analysis report on the Barn, and to replace 
missing windows to protect the Barn against further 
damage. This building is one of only a very few where 
there is documented evidence of freedom seekers being 
harbored on their way to Canada.  The grant will cover 
half of the $24,000 cost, so the SCA’s match will be 
$12,000. 

This grant will get us started on the long list of repairs 
needed for the Barn. We hope to eventually use this 
structure to tell the stories of the UGRR.  
 

 

The Barn on the Gerrit Smith Estate was used by freedom 
seekers following the Underground Railroad to Canada. 

16th Civil War Weekend  
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped out with this 
years Civil War Weekend! This is still our main cash 
fund raiser for the year. 

Saturday night of the CWW the 77th NY Regimental 
Balladeers put on a concert for the re-enactors.  The 
concert was held in the Barn on the Gerrit Smith 
Estate. This was the first time the Barn was open for a 
public event.  It was very exciting to be part of the 
audience sitting in the old Barn filled with history, 
hearing the old ballads, with the fiddles playing, taking 
you back into the past.  

The dates for the CWW in 2009 will be June 13th and 
14th. If you would like to help by volunteering a few 
hours, please contact us at mail@sca-peterboro.org. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
SCA ‘ANNUAL’ MEETING 
Smithfield Community Center 
Thursday July 24th, 6:30 PM 

SCA MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Smithfield Community Center 
Last Thursday of Each Month, 6:30 PM  

FOOTPRINTS of GERRIT SMITH ESTATE 
Saturday, August 2, 2008,  2 – 4 PM 
Gerrit Smith Estate NHL 
Eileen Augustyn and Hadley Kruczek-Aaron, Ph.D. 
Dr. Kruczek-Aaron will conduct a tour of the estate sharing 
information on her years of archeological studies at the site.  

TOUR of PETERBORO CEMETERY 
Saturday, September 27, 2008,  2 – 4 PM 
Donna Burdick, Town of Smithfield Historian, will conduct 
a tour of the cemetery, including the graves of Gerrit Smith 
and family, as well as graves of African Americans born to 
slavery. 

ELIZABETH SMITH MILLER BIRTHDAY PARTY TEA 
Sunday, September 28, 2008  12:30 PM 
Smithfield Community Center 
Rosemary Plakas, Library of Congress, presents on 
Suffrage Scrapbooks from national collection kept by 
Elizabeth Smith Miller and daughter Anne Fitzhugh Miller. 
Tea catered by the Copper Turret, Morrisville 
Reservations required, $30 by Aug 15, $35 by Sept 19  
For information: 315-546-5583 or  e-mail 
jody@thetailorofpeterboro.com 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Saturday, October 18th 8-11 AM, $5.00 
Copper Turret Restaurant, Morrisville, NY 
For the benefit of the GSENHL preservation  

NATIONAL ABOLITION HALL OF FAME and 
MUSEUM COMMEMORATION 
Fri – Sun, October 24-26, 2008 
STUAC Morrisville State College, Morrisville NY 13408 
For more info call 315-684-3262 or go to 
www.abolitionhof.org 

Heritage NY UGRR Trail Grants 
Smithfield Community Center  
Over this past winter, there were some major 
improvements made to the Community Center made 
possible by the Heritage NY UGRR site development 
grant. We have completed renovations to both front 
restrooms, with new beams under the floor, new 
plumbing, new stalls and fixtures, new lights, on-
demand hot water for the sinks, insulated walls and 
ceiling. The town of Smithfield covered the cost of a 
new coat of paint. The only part that was not covered 
was the restroom floors, and we hope to get those done 
soon.  Upstairs, in the old gym, the water damaged 
floor has been repaired, stripped and stained. All the 
old fluorescent lights have been replaced with new 
globes, and new electrical outlets installed throughout. 
The cost of the work for the SCC was $74,000, which 
the SCA covered with a bridge loan, but the grant will 
reimburse $51,700. We are currently waiting for the 
majority of the reimbursement. 

 
The Community Center second floor has new lighting and 

refinished floors. 

Gerrit Smith Estate Land Office 
We also have a Heritage NY UGRR site grant for the 
Land Office. We are still waiting for the final contracts 
to be signed before beginning work. This grant covers 
repairs to the rotted wood foundation under the brick 
floor, interior woodwork and plaster, and will bring 
electrical service to the building so that we can control 
the interior temperature and humidity to help stabilize 
the building, and allow lights for displays and for the 
new cedar shake roof.  The running of the underground 
electrical feed should be starting within the next 
month, with the interior renovations to follow. Overall, 
this work will cost $21,500, of which the SCA will get 
a $16,000 reimbursement. 
The combined net cost to the SCA for the two Heritage 
NY grants is $27,700 to get $95,500 worth of 
improvements. 
All these improvements are in preparation for the 
UGRR exhibits that are to be provided by Heritage 
NY.   �  
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Environmental Protection Fund Grant 
This grant, for the initial preservation steps on the 
recently acquired pieces of the GSE, is still trying to get 
out of the gate. We received notification of the grant 
award in 2006, but don’t have the contract signed off 
yet. Sometimes dealing with NYS bureaucracy can be 
very slow.  But the hardest part still lies ahead. We will 
need to find a total of $127,000 over the next three to 
four years to cover the matching half of the grant.   �   
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To help us continue our restoration work in the nationally recognized hamlet of 
Peterboro, please remember to send in your membership contribution.   

All donations are tax-deductible. 
Please consider an additional “matching” contribution to one the grant programs.  

Thank You! 
On behalf of the Smithfield Community 
Association, Thank You! …and have a wonderful 
summer. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Steve Joeckel 
President, Smithfield Community Association, Inc.  

�    �    �  

Memorial Plaque 
Do you have a loved one who was born or lived near 
Peterboro?  Did your loved one go to school in 
Peterboro?  Were they a member of one of Peterboro’s 
organizations?  Do not let them be forgotten.  You can 
assist in the preservation of Peterboro’s continuing 
history by having the names of your loved ones 
engraved on the SCC’s Memorial Plaques. 
If interested in purchasing a Memorial please contact 
Beth Spokowsky (315) 684-9022 for a form or e-mail 
the SCA.  �  
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A copy of our latest annual report may be obtained, upon request, from the SCA, or from the New York State Attorney General’s Charities Bureau,  Attn:  
FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10271. 
 

To help the Smithfield Community Association continue the work of restoring and preserving the historic landmarks 
of Peterboro, I enclose my contribution as indicated below. Membership in the Smithfield Community Association is 
included with a minimum donation of $10. 
Please send to : Smithfield Community Association Inc.,  P.O. Box 42,  Peterboro, NY 13134.    Thank You ! 
    

Contribution enclosed: 
$1000 �  $50 �  Name ______________________________________________________ 
$500 �  $25 �  Address ____________________________________________________ 
$100 �  $10 �    ______________________________________zip____________ 
    other _________ �  Phone  _____________________________________________________ 
    E-mail _____________________________________________________ 
 
Matching Funds Campaigns 
Heritage NY   $_________��� EPF   $_________��� NPS Network to Freedom $_________�  
 

When We Get To Heaven: 
Runaway Slaves on the road to Peterboro 

by Norman K. Dann 
Norm’s book is out and available in Cazenovia at 
Cazenovia Artisans and online at logcabinbooks.us and on 
Amazon.com. 
The book is about slavery in America and the importance 
of Peterboro as a stop on the Underground Railroad.  �  
 
Does Time Stand Still In Peterboro? 
You may have thought so for most of the past year. The 
old Marshall clock in the Community Center tower 
broke last fall. With the help of Robert Betz, a member 
of the CNY chapter of the National Association of 
Watch and Clock Collectors, and with the use of some 
parts “exchanged” from the pieces of the original clock 
in the Peterboro Area Museum, the Community Center 
clock is now running again.   �  

Peterboro Mercantile 
The SCA has Gerrit Smith Estate National Historic 
Landmark t-shirts and sweatshirts available for 
purchase, and the first two of a new series of coffee 
mugs are also now available (one with the Bird House 
on it and a new Land Office design).  �  
 


