Smithfield Community Association

Peterboro, NY

Home of the Gerrit Smith Estate Natiaredastoric L

Greetings from Historic Peterboro!

Each year at this time, we try to put ewf words
together to try to squeeze a whole years wort
Peterboro happenings into just a page or
Sometimes the year flies by so quickly, and so n
things are going on, that you have to stop and
back and say... Wow! | can’t believe how mugan be
accomplished when a whole community pitches in.
as you get caught up on this past year’s projpttsase
accept a most grateful THANK YOU from the St
and Peterboro.
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Annual meeting on July 26

The SCA'’s “annual” meeting will be held at 6:30 |
on Thursday July 26at the Smithfield Communit
Center in Peterboro, NY. This is the meeting irich
the SCA’s boed of directors are elected by the S
members.

SCA Board of Directors

Steve Joeckel, President

Norm Dann, Vice President

Beth Spokowsky, Treasurer

Linda Joeckel, Secretary

Nell Ziegler, Board Member

Dot Willsey, Board Member

Carolyn Gerakopoulos, Board Member

position to be elected at 2007 annual meeting

Join the SCA!

The SCA needs help. Weed more active members
join us in our preservation efforts. Our largerjpots
are primarily supported by local, state, and fek
grants, which all require a significant amouot
researchadministration and paperwork. If you hav
interest in Peerboro’s history AND it's future, and ci

spare a few hours a month, we could sure use tpe he

Our normal meetings are on the last Thursday of
month, 6:30PM at the Community Center. If you'cel
to help, please call or e-mail, or just stop bitan at
one of our meetings. All of our meetingse open ti
the public.

Gerrit Smith Estate
National Historic Landmark

Putting the pieces back together ...

One of theongoing projects for the SCA is the preserva
of the GerritSmith Estate. Over the past 15 years, we |
been very fortunate to be able to acquire sevaasties
adjacent to the Land Office. These pieces of thgiral
Gerrit Smith Estate had been privately owned sitioe
estate property was divided anddsah the years followin
the passing of G. S. Miller.

In 1994 we purchased the property surrounding thed
Office. In June of 2005, after several years of waiting
hoping, the SCA purchased the7 acre property behind tl
Land Office. This propertyncludes the last three survivil
buildings of the thirty plus buildings that werecenon the
Gerrit Smith Estate. The house, whiohGerrit Smith’s time
was called ‘The Lodge’; a large barn, just callEide Barn’,
which according to Gerrit Smith’s lettemsas used on mar
occasions to house men and women fleeing enslavemnen
their route to Canada; and a smaller barn buildiatied
‘The Laundry’, which was thelace of business for Harri
Sims Russell, a woman bought from slavery by And
Gerrit Smith. She came to Peterboro with her husbanc
children and ran the laundry for the estate.

This year, the SCA was the recipient of a donatid
another large piece of the former estate groundss
property, now just an overgrown area betweenhthek of
the homes on main street and the Oneida creeklaidehe
bark covered Green Smith ornithological museum kmas
the ‘Bird House’, and the expansive gardens thppstted
the Smith family with fruits and vegetables.

www.sca-peterboro.org

PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY #313

mail@sca-peterboro.org
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GSE National Historic Landmark

The 'Barn' and 'Laundry' in the 1920’s

Paying for the pieces...

When the opportunity came to purchase the LodgeBarn
property, the SCA’s fund balance was nowhere nébai
amount needed. But based on our group’s recort
community involvement, the Madison Countgoard of
Supervisors supported us with a mortgage loan 81,G00.
With a combination of donations and fund raisers, lvave
been able to pay down the mortgage to $46,000.€lp ay
off the mortgage, we have a new fundraiser in tlaaning
stages. A little later this summer, we will be kigk off a yeal
long effort to raise a minimum of $10,000 by askifoy
special contributions of $100 to ‘sponsor’ one lé tmany
individuals who sought or supported liberty andettem in
Peterboro. bok for more information on the “Peterbo
Gateway to Liberty” campaign soon.

Ideas for the future...

The two most recently acquired properties, for the neau
term, be held by the SCA. We have some great itteahe
buildings.

The ‘Lodge’ will eventally be used for a visitor's center a
research library. The ‘Barnbuilding will house an UGRI
museum for elementary, high school apdst secondat
students and tourists, and may house portionseoN#BHOF
as it develops. The ‘Laundry’ will be a museudicated t
the stories of Freedom seekers of Central NY.

Acquisition of these buildings was a big step ragervatior
of the Gerrit Smith Estatdut along with the new properti
come a huge amount of new woflkhere was a lot of clean |
to do. Wehad the water tested, electrical was updated, a
furnace was installed, railings were installedg$revere cu
down and brush cleared. The Barn also needed fiaisaring
out. The laundry had all the windows and openingarted
up for winter.

Stewardship...

In order to better inform and educate the public tba
history of the of the GSENHLDot Willsey has created
GSE Stewards Committedcach of the buildings on tt
estate will be assigned a set dicents to give tours ai
create tour activities for the EstafEhese squads are ni
forming, and we're looking for volunteers. The gpowill
try to have the Land Office open weekends Saturatay
Sunday from 2 to 4 in July and August. Look foe thper
banner on the fence. If you would like to b&teward o
like to find out more please contact the S(

Environmental Protection Fund Grant

In 2006, the SCA was notified that we had been @apu
for a grant from the NY State Environmental Prdtec
Fund in the amount of $127,000. This is the largestt our
organization has ever received. The grant is f&6 50 the
funds needed for the first stage in preservatiothefnewly
acquired additions to the estate. Like almosgadhts, this
one is also a ‘matching’ grant, which means that
accepting te contract with the state, the SCA will
committing to raising an additional $127,000 to chathe
state money 50:50. The grants work by reimbursisag0
cents for each dollar we spend on the projéete can raise
$254,000 to put into the projectewvill get $127,000 bac
from the state. On the bright side, we will be atdleapply
the purchase price of the Lodge and Barn propestigéns
the match, so we're off to a great start. We expleat the
work on this project will extend over the nextal5 years
We hope to have this grant contract with the sajaed by
the end of the year.

Heritage Campaign

In June 2004, two of the Town of Smithfield sitbattthe
SCA has been preservindpe Smithfield Community Cent
and the Land Office othe Gerrit Smith Estate Natior
Historic Landmarkwere among the first of 24 sites nan
to be onthe Heritage NY Statewide Underground Railr
Trail. Through this program the SCA has been awa
preservation grants for both properties. The gramésfor
repairs to the Community Center and Land Offipmjects
which will cost $90,000. These grants have a 1:3
requirement, which means if we raise $22,500 thengran
will match $67,500 (3 times our amount) to compléte
repairs. We are continuing our Heritage Campammaise
money for the match. For example, if you donate $2#ill
become $100 with the match. A special thank yousgné
to the people who have given to this campaign.

With the contracts with the NY State office of Ps
Reaeation in place, renovation work has finally begum
the Community Cente(the initial home of the Nation
Abolition Hall of Fame). The work for the CC wilh¢lude
renovation of the downstairs rest rooms, new lightrepair
of water damage, and refinishing the floors in #éfloor
gym area.

www.sca-peterboro.org

PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY #313

mail@sca-peterboro.org
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Heritage Campaign

We are still waiting for the final contracts to Iseggned
before beginning work in the Land Offic&he Heritage
grant will allow us to add electrical service te thuilding
to repair the rotted wood foundati under the brick flool
plaster, painting, and for theew cedar shake roof. Tt
summer we are havingdditional archeological testing da
on the L.O. property in preparation for the work report
will be submitted to the state so underground gtadtlines
can be run.

National Abolition Hall of Fame

The National Abolition Hall of Fame began asspecial
committee within the Smithfield Gomunity Association
Under the leadership of Dot Willsey and througla
partnership she established with the Upstate uistial
Colgate University, NAHOF has quickly blossometbia
strong organization with a very exciting futuren drder tc
allow NAHOF to grow as it should, the best course of ax
was to have NAHOF become a separate and indepéy
recognized organizationln March, New York State
approved the charter for the National Abolition Halof
Fame and Museum as a 501(c)3 non-profit organizatio
Having officially recognized noprofit status is vital fo
obtaining grants.

NAHOF's mission is to recognize and honor the str
people who helped achieve the ending of slaveny,adso tc
honor those who continue the unfinished work ofiegd
discrimination todayThe Hall of Fame and the Abolitic
museum will be installed on thé“Zloor of the S.C.C.

The second group of inductees wasnounced on Janue
5th, 2007. The new inductees are: John Brown, d Jdtaria
Child, Wendell Phillips, ath Sojourner Truth. The inductic
ceremony for the 2007 inductees will be held onobet 20
2007 and hosted by the Upstate Institute at Co
University.

Sojourner Truth John Brown

The banners for the first group of inttees in 2005 a
currently on display in the Board Room of the Comity
Center. Renovation work on th&°Zloor of the Communit
Center, which will become a permanent exhibit sfac¢he
NAHOF, ha started. It will still be a year or more befi
exhibits have been designed and installadd Jonathal
Cornue is overseeing the construction aofnew NAHOF
website (www.AbolitionHOF.org)

For more information on NAHOF contact Dot Willsey
315-684-3362 or e-mail to mail@abolitionhof.org

SCA ‘ANNUAL ' MEETING
SMITHFIELD COMMUNITY CENTER
THURSDAY JULY 26TH, 6:30PM

SCAMONTHLY MEETINGS
SMITHFIELD COMMUNITY CENTER
LAST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH , 6:30PM

PETERBOROOLD HOME DAY AND CAR SHOW
PETERBOROVILLAGE GREEN
SUNDAY , ULY 22 10:00AM —4:00pPm

NATIONAL ABOLITION HALL OF FAME

2007INDUCTION CEREMONY AND SYMPOSIUMS
COLGATE UNIVERSITY
OcTOoBER20TH 2007

15th Annual Civil War Weekend

In 2005 it was inferno heat, in 200Bwas freezing cold ar
wet, but this year the CWW weather was perfectthBead
promised all the reenactors perfect weather in7is, anc
she made good on her promise. With the perfect des
had record attendance, over 1400 came through ates.
The CWW is still the SCA’s biggest fundraising ewvemery
year. With all the new projects currently in therkg we
really needed a good turnout this year.

This was the ¥ year he Civil War Heritage Foundation a
the Peterboro Civil War Weekend Contiee arranged

Living History experience on Friday befofeetweekend fo
fifth graders from threelocal schools. The progra
consisted of a living history experience for sngalbups a
various learning stations on the green.  Thanokaltwho
volunteered their time for this valuable educat
experience.

We want to especiallihank the Town of Smithfield for the
help in putting on the weekend, and also thanktlad
sponsors who help us insure success financisilg could
not have put on this evemwithout the 200 reenactors w
come from Ontario to Florida and Ohio to Maine.dla big
thank you goes to the more thafl0 dedicated volunteel
who come from all the local communities to helpous in
so many ways to make the weekend a success.

Our many thanks to all involved.

www.sca-peterboro.org

PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY #313

mail@sca-peterboro.org
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Memorial Plaque

Do you have a loved one who was born or lived |
Peterboro? Did your loved one go to school in bete?
Were they a mmber of one of Peterboro’s organizatio
Do not let them be forgotten. You can assist ie
preservation of Peterboro’s continuing history layihg the
names of your loved ones engraved on the SCC’s Mah
Plaques.

If interested in purchasing a Memial please contact Be
Spokowsky (315) 684-9022 for a form omeil the SCA

Peterboro Home Town Day
Sunday July 22nd

The SCA will have a bootbn the green, stop by and see
Look at our latest photosf work that is being done on tl
S.C.C. We will have the new mugs and sweatshirtsdte.

The Stewards of the Gerrit Smith Estate will have tand
Office open fortours. Read about Gerrit Smith and
abolitionists work. Also stop by the Peterbororea
Museum, talk to our Town Historian Donna Dorra
Burdick, she can also be e-mailed at dburdick@stopm

Birdhouse artwork by Don Cornue

Peterboro Mercantile

Is that old “Where is Peterboro?’shirt starting to look .
little thread bare? Does you Land Office coffeegnmave ¢
chip or two? Maybe it's time to treat yourself (gour
friends) to some new Peterboro merchandise.

New Items for sale....

The SCA has new Gerrit Smith Estate National Hist
Landmark tshirts and sweatshirts available for purch
and the first two of a new series of coffee mugsaiso now
available (one with the Bird House dinand a new Lan
Office design).

Both the SCA and the NAHOF will soon be kicking eff
commerce pages on our web sites. This will let poder
items directly for the web page.

Thank Youl!
On behalf of the Smithfield Community
Association,Thank You!

...and have a wonderful summer.

Sincerely,

Steve Joeckel
President, Smithfield Community Association, Inc.

To help us continue our restoration work in the naionally recognized hamlet of
Peterboro, please remember to send in your memberghcontribution.
All donations are tax-deductible.

A copy of our latest annual report may be obtaingan request, from the SCA, or from the New Yor&t& Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, Attn:
FOIL Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10R7

To help the Smithfield Community Association contrit's work of restoring and preserving the higtésandmarks
of Peterboro, | enclose my contribution as indiddielow. Membership in the Smithfield Community ssistion is

included with a minimum donation of $10.
Please send taSmithfield Community Association Inc., P.O. Box 42 Peterboro, NY 13134 Thank You !

Contribution enclosed:

$1000 $50 Name
$500 $25 Address
$100 $10 zZip
other Phone
E-mall

Heritage Campaign
Matching Funds $

PO Box 42 Peterboro, NY %313 mail@sca-peterboro.org

www.sca-peterboro.org



