
Catch the Suffragists’ Spirit!

I’m indeed pleased to be here celebrating Elizabeth Smith Miller’s 186th birthday in this 160th anniversary year of the first suffrage convention. I’m so thankful for the chance to share the Millers’ wonderful suffrage scrapbooks with you. 

First, lets briefly review the Historical Setting.
By 1896 there were four “stars” on the woman suffrage flag.  Women could vote in four western states--Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, and Idaho.  The 5th “star,” Washington, wasn’t secured until 1910. 
The intervening years in the suffrage movement have sometimes been called “the doldrums.”  Suffrage referenda in Oregon, Washington, South Dakota and New Hampshire all failed.  In New York, annual attempts to pass a state suffrage amendment were blocked in legislative committees. U. S. Congressmen repeatedly ignored suffragists’ pleas for a federal constitutional amendment. The traditional tactics of petitioning and letter-writing seemed ineffective.  Older suffrage leaders were growing weary & dying--Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1902, Susan B. Anthony in 1906, Julia Ward Howe in 1910.  And anti-suffragists were becoming more vocal.  

Yet during these years positive changes were taking place that would strengthen the movement.  More women were becoming wage earners.  College-educated women were generating new energy and ideas. Such women recognized practical reasons for voting to protect their particular interests and to improve society’s ills. New organizations expanded the suffrage support base by experimenting with more aggressive tactics such as outdoor meetings and parades. The involvement of wealthy socialites brought greater press coverage and sorely needed funds. More men became visible supporters.  Speaking tours across the United States by British suffragists deepened the bonds between “sisters” fighting for a common cause.

It was during these intervening years that the Elizabeth Smith Miller and her daughter Anne became more active in the suffrage cause. Although they assembled scrapbooks primarily to preserve the history of their local suffrage group, most of the dominant themes of these transition years can be traced in their scrapbooks as well.
 Who Were These Two Awesome Ladies?
*2* Elizabeth Smith Miller (1822-1911) was the only daughter of the prominent New York philanthropist and abolitionist Gerrit Smith. Her childhood home here in Peterboro was a center of hospitality and rousing reform discussions, frequented by politicians and social reform leaders, and African-Americans, who were both freed and fugitive slaves.  Through her family experiences and her Quaker education, Elizabeth learned to respect all people and to work for improving the human condition.  She married Charles Dudley Miller, of Utica, when she was twenty one years old.  They lived in Cazenovia a few years, then returned to Peterboro to raise three sons and one daughter, and eventually moved to Geneva, N.Y., in 1869.
Early on, it was evident that Elizabeth’s approach to womanhood was grounded in practicality and the straightforward thinking.  As a young mother she adopted the short skirt style of dress in order to more safely navigate stairs and work in her garden.  This dress reform was soon embraced by her cousin, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and popularized by Amelia Bloomer, editor of The Lily, a temperance and women’s rights newspaper. In order to encourage women to use their talents to raise money, Elizabeth made and sold marmalade and published a cookbook, In the Kitchen in 1875.
Elizabeth encouraged the Geneva nurseryman William Smith, a suffrage supporter, to use his fortune to found the local women’s college bearing his name.  She contributed her own funds to the women’s dormitory and for educational loans to women. Her daughter Anne served as a trustee to implement Smith’s wishes, and later contributed $2,000 to William Smith College for a tuition scholarship.

Elizabeth was a faithful and generous suffrage pioneer. She used her great wealth and connections as well as her personal efforts and warm hospitality to forward the suffrage cause.  Her cousin, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and the Anthony sisters were frequent visitors at Lochland, her lakeside Geneva home, which became a valued refuge for weary suffragists and other reformers.
Elizabeth’s only daughter and youngest child, Anne Fitzhugh Miller (1856-1912), was born in Peterboro on March 4, 1856.  She was thirteen when the Miller family moved to Geneva in 1869. While still a teenager, Anne founded a summer camp, Fossenvue, at Faussett’s Point on the eastern shore of Seneca Lake. For more than thirty years, family and friends, and many of the suffragists represented in the scrapbooks came to Fossenvue to enjoy nature and camp life, to discuss philosophy, religion, and literature; and to “kindle the flame of friendship” and mutual respect between genders and across generations.
Anne belonged to various suffrage and cultural organizations.  She served as president of the Geneva Political Equality Club from 1898 to 1911.  She was the first president of the Ontario County Political Equality Club, a leading member of the Legislative Committee of the New York State Woman Suffrage Association, and a life member of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. Her steadfast contributions of time and money helped broaden awareness of the positive benefits of woman suffrage. She also belonged to Felix Adler’s Society of Ethical Culture and to the Boston based Society for the Expression of the Christ Ideal. Anne also was a leading member of the Geneva Choral Society. 
In her greetings to the New York State Woman Suffrage Association Convention, meeting in Geneva in 1907, Anne Fitzhugh Miller refers to “three ponderous volumes, which hold within their covers the history of our club life.”  She notes their value for reference and declares that every club should have a scrapbook.  These three volumes plus four created later are now in the NAWSA Collection at the Library of Congress and a digital edition is available for you to explore at memory.loc.gov. All the information and images I’m showing you today are from these Miller scrapbooks.
*3*Harriet May Mills, a state officer and club organizer had traveled to Fossenvue in August 1897 to encourage the Millers, then 75 and 41, to host the annual state suffrage convention in Geneva that fall.   Near the front of the first scrapbook are this broadside announcement and *4* the program and ribbon for that convention, held November 3-5, 1897. *5* A directory of Geneva hosts indicates that two of the speakers, Alice Stone Blackwell and Annis Ford Eastman, as well as Mary Anthony, were among the seven guests staying with the Millers.  An editorial about the convention urges suffrage leaders to focus their efforts on winning over “indifferent” and “objecting” women to their cause rather than worrying about “obstinate” men. “It’s really a woman’s battle among women for women.”
The success of this state convention led the Millers to initiate the founding of the Geneva Political Equality Club. *6* A flier announcing its charter meeting, November 30, 1897, shows an equal number of men and women on the organizing committee. Anne explained that a club would give those who believe in political equality an opportunity to work for the cause and to acquire a better understanding of public affairs and the responsibilities of citizenship.  With fifty charter members, the club began planning programs with the first in January 1898 on municipal affairs. By March 1898 Anne Fitzhugh Miller had agreed to serve a president, and Elizabeth Smith Miller was named honorary president.  Anne continued to guide club affairs until her mother’s failing health forced her to resign in the spring of 1911.   Anne applied her faith in the power of gender cooperation to her leadership in the Geneva Political Equality Club.*7* She encouraged men to serve as officers and speakers and to participate in appeals to legislators. She engaged eminent speakers that broadened awareness of the positive benefits of woman suffrage.  Monthly club meetings, November through May, featured  lectures by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Max Eastman, Anna Howard Shaw, Henry Blackwell and Emmeline Pankhurst, as well as local municipal leaders and Hobart College professors. Drills in parliamentary procedures and civics classes were offered.  Membership dues of fifty cents a year would be equivalent of $12.50 today. 
*8*Harriot Stanton Blatch frequently combined a visit with her Miller cousins and a lecture for the Geneva Political Equality Club.  *9* In her hand-written introduction for Blatch’s first lecture in Jan 1900, Anne notes that although by law Blatch lost her citizenship by marrying an Englishman, having been born in Seneca Falls, she is considered both an American and a neighbor. The cousins were actually born within two months of each other in 1856.     

*10*In honor of Susan B. Anthony’s 83rd birthday in February 1903 the club dramatized her 1873 trial for voting “illegally” and Elizabeth read excerpts from a 30-year-old letter of her father, Gerritt Smith,  to Anthony, in which he criticized anti-suffrage women.  (I’ve included a few clippings, though I don’t expect you to try to read them.  They are representative of the many clippings that attest to Anne’s diligence in sending club news to the newspapers and the editors support in covering club events.) 
* 11* In 1904 after hearing an address by Arria Huntington, a Syracuse school commissioner, the Geneva Political Equality Club aggressively supported the election of Harriet Pope as the first woman trustee on the Geneva school board.  The peace committee collected nearly 600 signatures for a petition to be sent to The Hague.  And memberships were collected and literature distributed at county fairs.
*12*  This Seventh Anniversary Souvenir yearbook boasts an increase to 263 members and *13* indicates that three men were serving on the executive committee. *14* In thanking for receiving a copy of the year book, national president Carrie Chapman Catt notes that she cut out Mrs. Miller’s picture and pinned it above her desk.

*15* Pictures and comments about ESM were periodically featured in local papers, often near her birthday. One in 1906 notes: “She is the sweetest old lady that ever lived, so kind-hearted, so womanly, so rare in all good deeds.  Her home is one of quiet refinement and enjoyment, and there she and her daughter Anne pass away their lives, sitting on the east broad veranda overlooking the smooth waters of Seneca lake . . .  Mrs. Miller is now a little past 84 years of age, yet in nice weather we see her down street nearly every day, with a kindly smile, a pleasant word for everybody.  Such women ought to live forever.”      The scrapbooks suggest that the Millers didn’t spend much time sitting on their veranda!
In 1906 the GPEC added four monthly afternoon meetings, featuring music and literary programs, at the homes of members and club membership grew to 360, making it the largest club in the state.

*16* The auxiliary Elizabeth Smith Miller Study Club for young people over sixteen was organized in 1907.  Forty members, mostly young ladies, met twice monthly to study the lives of important women and men.  *17*For a program on Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Elizabeth Smith Miller recited verses written to Stanton by her youngest son and Anne sang and played two musical numbers that were Stanton’s favorites.*18* At several other study club meetings, including this one in Jan. 1909,  Elizabeth’s grandson, Charles Miller played violin solos, accompanied by Anne.  
*19* After a winter of speakers and study groups, the concluding event in the Geneva Political Equality Club year always was an elegant fund raising piazza party at the Millers’ estate in late May, when the wisteria bloomed in clusters of green, white, and violent over the wide verandas of Lochland. Eventually delegations came from four other Ontario County clubs that Anne had helped organize. Susan B. Anthony was honored at the 1905 party. Reading the description in the New York Suffrage Newsletter is almost like being there: They begin coming early in the afternoon and the carriages in long line pass through the grounds for hours.  . .Few homes could accommodate such a number as Lochland, with its great rooms and its broad piazzas, surrounding three sides of the house.    Rain fell gently but nobody minded that or remembered it when once in the radiant presence of the hostesses and the happy way that suffrage arguments are combined with the social and musical features. . . Miss Anthony said, as she had been looking at the pictures of the late Gerrit Smith and his wife, the parents of Mrs. Miller, she thought that the spirits of these two eminent reformers were present this afternoon looking down on this magnificent  meeting . . . of suffrage reform.
* 20*Anna Howard Shaw, President of the national suffrage association spoke on Women and Peace at the Lochland party in 1907.   *21* The club colors Green, White, and Violet used on the 1909 place card repeat those of the adjacent ticket for a London suffrage parade where the colors were meant to convey the slogan “Get Women Votes.” 
*22*Later that year the flamboyant British suffragette leader Emmeline Pankhurst would be welcomed in Geneva. *23*Anne traveled to Boston to hear Pankhurst in October, then escorted her by train to NYC where she spoke at Carnegie Hall sponsored by cousin Harriot Stanton Blatch’s  Equality League for Self Supporting Women. *24* While in Geneva in November Pankhurst was the Miller’s house guest.*25* Anne introduced Pankhurst for her lecture at the Smith Opera House.  Elizabeth and son Gerrit Miller were also on stage; Mrs. Dudley Miller was in the Mayor’s Box and ESM provided seats in the loges for all the young lady students in William Smith College.*26* Although there weren’t as many men present as had been hope, as least one, Cornell Prof. Ernest Schoder was inspired to write this poem:  “God give these women strength to win their fight, By bloodless means, if men will see their right.  Great souls, they strive for more than men have won!  Abundant life for all, full justice done.—On the train, Nov. 22, 1909.
The following year AFM  contributed   $100 for Pankhurst’s march on Parliament.
 *27* In Feb 1911 Pankhurst’s daughter Sylvia, a young lawyer jailed for she militant suffrage activities, spoke in Geneva. *28*  Elizabeth was too frail to attend the lecture, *29* but the Millers’ held a luncheon in Sylvia’s honor. 
The Miller’s frequently honored their family and friends by making them life members of the GPEC. *30*  Anne traveled to Auburn to give a life membership to Harriet Tubman, who had courageously led many slaves to freedom along the underground  railroad, frequently visiting Gerrit Smith’s underground  railroad “station” in Peterboro.   In the SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Lyons Republic, Aug 3, 1911, Anne recalls her visit with Tubman and their talk of the Lincoln quote on the membership card: “I go for ALL sharing the privileges of the government who assist in bearing its burdens” Anne notes that Tubman had borne her share of the national burden and won her freedom through suffering and then continues:

We stand together now for the larger freedom, the political freedom of half the human race. Harriet believes in votes for women because she has suffered slavery. I believe in votes for women because I have enjoyed freedom, a larger freedom than has come to most women, and, because I have found freedom good, I want more of it for all women. It is coming all the time, and faster and faster. . . This I know.  Victory is sure. We will win.  By “we” I mean all the people.   
The Millers were delegates to most of the annual conventions of the New York State Woman Suffrage Association.*31*At Hudson in 1898 AFM’s resolution was adopted encouraging local PE clubs to petition the NY state legislature to expand municipal suffrage for tax-paying women. AFM served as auditor and state officer three years, 1899-1901; gave annual reports of the growth & activities of the GPEC, which often won the prize for most new members,  *32* and at  Hornellsville in 1903, Anne reported on the new Ontario County PEC, which she helped organize and served as president. *33*ESM was often recognized for generous monetary gifts for legislative work and served as a director of incorporation. *34*The beloved Susan B. Anthony was specially remembered at the 1906 convention, having died that March.  Anne spoke at the Anthony tribute program and *35* Elizabeth was an honorary chairman of the memorial fund.  Elizabeth gave $1,000 and Anne gave $500 to the memorial fund— together equivalent to $34,000 today.  *36*And the official Anthony photograph selected by the Memorial Fund had been taken at Lochland in November 1905 on the same day as *37* this intimate photograph of  Anne  with  “Aunt Susan.”
*38* In October 1907 the Millers again hosted the state suffrage convention in Geneva. *39* The program features portraits of Carrie Chapman Catt, former national pres., currently head of the international alliance, UL; Anna Howard Shaw, current national president, UR; Ella Crosssett, NY assoc. president, Center; and AFM, GPEC pres LR.  In her remarks of welcome AFM remembered the past support of great men—Frederick Douglass and Wm. Lloyd Garrison-- and praised the current local support of the mayor, Hobart college president, and newspaper editors and continued:   “Of all factors in the success that Geneva has achieved, I count as chief, the fact that the men of this place are with us.  Our so-called woman’s movement is for the benefit of the people--men, women, and children. It seems to me as unwise and one sided to have political equality clubs without men as to have a city or state government without women. . . Neither men nor women alone are wise enough to determine the conditions under which we shall live; that demands a consensus of the best feeling, thought, and action of which both men and women are capable—working together.”  
Mayor Arthur Rose, Hobart President Langdon Stewardson, and Cornell Professor Nathaniel Schmidt  all spoke, as well as cousin Harriot  Blatch and National president Anna Shaw.

*40* ESM was featured on the delegate button and *41*the souvenir of the Lochland reception.   The local press described the event:*42*  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A most charming reception was held yesterday afternoon at Lochland,  . . . for the visiting delegates of the Suffrage convention and the members of the local club. About two hundred guests attended and enjoyed the extreme hospitality of two of Geneva’s most honored citizens. Lochland was brilliantly and festively arrayed for the occasion.  Everywhere yellow, the suffrage color, was present.  As the guests entered the spacious lawns, they were greeted by the American flag, and above which waved the large yellow suffrage banner. Large vases of chrysanthemums and marigold were everywhere conspicuous.  The beautiful verandas, covered with wisteria vine, were especially attractive, as yellow Japanese lanterns were strung all though the vine, making a very pleasant effect.  Dainty refreshments were served. . . One of the features was a short period devoted to paying a magnificent tribute to the memory of Miss Mary S. Anthony, who has passed away since the last state convention.    
*43* The verso of the souvenir features an excerpt from a letter from Gerrit Smith to SBA, dated Peterboro, August 15, 1873:    “Be of good courage and good cheer my brave and faithful sister!  I trust our country is on the eve of great and blessed changes.  Best of all the ballot can not be much longer withheld from woman –men are fast coming to see that it belongs to her as fully as to themselves; and that the country is in perishing need of her wielding it.”
*44*In 1908, the 60th anniversary of the first suffrage convention, ESM  chaired a session on pioneers at the state convention in Buffalo and reported her activities to Anne who remained at home, apparently ailing and in the tub. *45* This group picture of state officers and delegates gives a glimpse of the huge hats so popular with the ladies at that time. 
*46*The Millers were persistent supporters of efforts to secure a suffrage amendment to the New York state constitution. As a member of the legislative committee of the state suffrage association, Anne organized letter-writing campaigns to state legislators and met with key legislators and governors.  Beginning in 1901 both of the Millers campaigned for legislation to extend tax suffrage to taxpaying women in all third-class cities, a privilege already enjoyed in Geneva.  Anne spoke at related hearing in 1906 and both the Millers spoke at the 1907 hearings. 

*47* The following year Anne was a speaker at both the Albany legislative committee hearings on the state suffrage amendment and the U. S. Senate hearings on the proposed federal suffrage amendment.  In SOMETHING FOR SOMETHING she argues that women are forced to pay taxes, but have no say in how funds are used.  She urges legislators to “Treat us as well as you treat yourselves, and you, as well as we, shall be the better for it.”  
*48*In 1909 Harriot Blatch  asks Anne to arrange a meeting with NY Assembly Speaker JamesWadsworth, who opposed woman suffrage. *49* Albany hearing room was packed. The NYC delegation of 125 suffragists, included several men.
* 50*President Theodore Roosevelt had recently stated that he believed in woman suffrage, but was a lukewarm advocate because most women were lukewarm.  As a member of the legislative committee for the New York State Woman Suffrage Association, Anne asked Roosevelt for a stronger statement supporting suffrage.  The scrapbooks include Roosevelt’s reply, begging no time to comply, and *51* Anne’s February 26, 1909 draft response to Roosevelt.  She repeats her request for a strong “undiluted” statement and chides Roosevelt: “What I ask would require about half a minute of your time, & would be a real service to half your people—to all of them, I believe.” 

 *52*In the fall of 1909 Anne friends Max Eastman and Nathaniel Schmidt helped to organize the Men’s League.  They sponsored mass meetings, raised funds for legislative hearings and sent a strong representation to the Albany hearings in 1910.  But all lobbying efforts proved futile and the suffrage amendment remained blocked in the state Judiciary Committee year after year.
The Millers attended most of the National American Woman Suffrage Association conventions in the first decade of the 20th century.  The programs, ribbons, buttons, and clippings they collected at these events form a substantial part of the scrapbooks. They traveled to Washington, D. C. in 1900 for Susan B. Anthony’s farewell address as President and *53*again in 1902 for the first international convention, *54* where ESM *55* was honored as a “Pioneer Worker.”  The Miller’s became life members of the National American Woman Suffrage Association in 1902,*56* contributing $50 each, which today would be more than $1,200 each * Interestingly Anne’s certificate already had been dated and signed by ECStanton and SBAnthony  in 1900.  
*57*At the 1903 national convention in New Orleans, the Millers participated in the memorial tribute to ECStanton and visited the Phillis Wheatley chapter of the Assoc. of Colored Women.

*58*The Millers represented the national suffrage organization at the International Peace Congress in Boston in October 1904 where Julia Ward Howe and William Garrison were honored and Booker T Washington and Jane Addams were speakers.
 President Anna Shaw asked Anne Fitzhugh Miller *59* to speak at the 1906 national convention in Baltimore “knowing that whatever you do will be all right and have the right ring to it and be helpful to us all.”  Shaw also invited Elizabeth to speak at the celebration for Susan B. Anthony’s 86th birthday in Washington, DC on Feb.15th:   “Just to look at your mother for five minutes would be a great help to any of us, and to hear a few words from her I am sure would be an inspiration and a very great comfort to Miss Anthony. 

*60*  AFM spoke at the U.S. Senate hearings  that February 15-- noting that the success in Geneva of having a woman on the school board would be continued if women could vote to support legislation to solve social problems and promote the general welfare of people.  In the Springfield Republican’s report on highlights of this Baltimore convention, where Jane Addams and Julia Ward Howe spoke, the only personal description was that of ESM:
‘At the various sessions of the convention we had noticed an elderly Quaker woman and her daughter, and these two appeared at the reception and were the center of an admiring throng.  The older woman was as fair as a picture, stepped living from the frame.  Her features were strong and beautiful, her silver hair gathered in a simple coil without adornment.  She was clad in a plain silk dress of silver gray, with the pointed front filled with soft lace. A half-opened white rose bud was her only adornment, and over her shoulders was a soft shimmering white lace shawl. She was a beautiful picture, and our interest was not lessened when we learned that she was Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller, the daughter of Gerrit Smith, the abolitionist.” 

*61*In April 1907 the Millers were delegates to the National Arbitration and Peace Congress in NYC, where there was a special session on women and peace.*62* Gala dinners were held simultaneously at the Hotel Astor and the Waldorf-Astoria  while speakers including  Edward Everett Hale and Samuel Gompers and several ambassadors shuttled between the two venues.
The Millers embraced some of the initiatives promoted by cousin Harriot Stanton Blatch. *63* In December 1907 ESM, as honorary chairman, escorted by AFM was on the Cooper Union stage in NY for the militant British suffragist Anne Cobden-Sanderson’s lecture *64* sponsored by  Blatch’s Equality League of Self-Supporting Women and the Collegiate Suffrage League.  Two thousand three hundred attended making it one of the largest meetings ever held at Cooper Union.
 *65*In May 1908 Harriot Blatch also organized the major 60th anniversary celebration of the first suffrage convention in Seneca Falls.*66*program/tablet dedication *67*Elizabeth Smith Miller, who, according to the press clipping, had helped her cousin Elizabeth Cady Stanton organize the first convention,*68* chaired the session honoring the pioneers of 1848—Lucretia Mott, Martha Wright, and Stanton. *69* The Roll of Honor lists the women and men that signed the Declaration of Sentiments in 1848.  Below it is a letter from Rhoda Palmer,*70* who at 92, recalls her impressions of that first suffrage convention where “seed fell on good ground.” Tucked in an envelope with her letter is a *71* rare first edition of the Report of the Woman’s Rights Convention published by John Dick at the North Star Office of  Frederick Douglass’ paper in Rochester in 1848.  Douglass was one of 32 men who supported the Declaration.  This tiny fragile pamphlet documents the birth of the suffrage movement. (And we have two at LC, this one and one that Martha Wright gave to Susan B Anthony!).   Although Palmer felt too frail to attend the festivities, she outlived both the Millers and at 102 was able to vote in a NY state election in 1918.
*72*A late picture of Elizabeth, shows her busy at her desk, a portrait of her father Gerrit Smith on the wall behind her.   The caption notes that on her 87th birthday in 1909 she was sent telegram greeting from the Natl . Headquarters and that the state suffrage newsletter says : Mrs. Miller is the patron saint of the Geneva club and of all who work for justice to woman or mankind.
As ESM health declined and AFM devoted more time to her mother’s care, their social activities were naturally curtailed.  They still occasionally hosted quiet suffrage luncheons and legislative planning sessions at Lockland. *73*  AFM rode in the GPEC decorated car which won honorable mention in the Geneva Firemen’s Parade in 1910.
*74* One of last suffrage events that Anne participated in was the first major suffrage parade in NYC sponsored by Harriot Blatch’s Women’s Political Union on May 6, 1911. * 75*At Blatch’s request the Geneva Political Equality Club crafted two new banners.  One in green, white, and violet, standing for “Give Women Votes,” featured the dome of St. Peter’s in Rome and was designed by the daughter of Charlotte Perkins Gilman,--to be carried in the parade section representing women architects.  The other, for the pioneer section, was to honor ESM. AFM designed this shield of silver gray satin with turreted top with ESM embossed in rose colored velvet outlined in silver chord and finished with an embroidered Christmas rose. The reverse side was of golden yellow satin with the dates 1822-1848-1911.*76* Just  two weeks before her mother’s death, Anne carried this banner down Fifth Avenue,*77*/*78*( Anne’s the nearest in the group of three)  She was one among 3,000 who marched the five-mile route to the Union Square Mass Meeting, *79* led the successful organizer HSBlatch, *80* supported by a contingent of men, and cheered on by large crowds of spectators.
Although the scrapbooks don’t reveal Anne’s feelings about this parade experience, they must have been positive, for the Geneva Daily Times reported that she planned to carry a green parrot in the 1912 New York suffrage parade and was having it trained to screech “Votes for Women.”
Alas, this was not to be for Anne died quite unexpectedly in Boston in March 1912, four days shy of 56 years, and only nine months after her mother.

*81*The yellowing, often brittle pages of the Miller scrapbooks capture the spirit of the suffrage struggle, give us a glimpse into the lives and legacies of two devoted and determined suffragists, and offer us a unique opportunity to share in the personal frustrations and niggardly victories of a cause in progress. We thank the Millers for their suffrage spirit and their sense of history. 
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